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In He Investigation of Head-end CollUion 
on the St* Louis & San Francisco Ball-
road, at Mansfield, Ark*, ttay 5, 
1914# Heaultlng in the Death 
of Two Employees. 

On il&y 5, 1914* there t̂ as a head-end collision be
tween a freight train of the St. Louis & San Franoiaco Hail-
road and a light engine of the Chicago, Bock Island & Pacific 
Railway at Mansfield, Ark., resulting in the death of 2 em
ployees. 

After investigation of this accident the Chief In
spector of Safety appliances reports as follows* 

Extrn 613 of the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad, 
hauled by locomotive 613, was In charge of Conductor Matthews 
and Enfcineaan Campbell, and on tne day of the accident ar
rived at Mansfield at 3*30 P - J U fthile locomotive 613 aith 
the caboose behind it, and &n emtotaobile car in front of It, 
was switching at Mansfield, it collided with Rock Island lo-
eo&otiv© 1703 at aboat 4:0J P.>T., while running at a speed 
of 6 or 3 allies psr ,iour. 

Train SI of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
Railway was a local frei/^t run.ilna between Boonevlllc, Ark. 
and Hailoyville, Okl^., hr. *<il< ci by locomotive 1703, and was 
In choree of Conductor Cnyder and Engineaan Shields. On tho 
duy of the accident this ti-i.in arrived at Mansfield at 3i55 
p#auj the locomotive wca cut off froa the reat of the train 
and proceeded on the tr--ck th-1 is nsed by the Frisco trains 
in reaching the station, to 3lcl< up a car of brick, and col
lided with axtra 613 fthilo running at a speed said to have 



-2 -

been 3 or 4 alios per hour* 
The collision occurred 360 feet east of the enat 

end of the station platform and 100 feet In on s reverse 
curve, 409 feet in length, on practically level track. Lo
comotive 613 and the furniture car sore slightly damaged. 
The two brakemen riding on the front end of locomotive 613 
were killed. The weather at the time vas clear. 

The vle&- of the engineiaan of extra 613 was ob
struct «d by the car ahead of locomotive 613 and also on ac
count of hia being on the outside of the curve. The vi*m of 
tho fireeum was but 125 feet on account of trees on the in
side of the curve. The view of the engineman of locomotive 
1703 tt#s 240 feet, while tha view of the fireraan was entirely 
obstructed oa account of being on the outaide of the curve. 

Mansfield Is the tariainus of the Mansfield Division 
of the Frisco Lines, and is an interchange point with the 
Rock Island Lines. This yard ia operated under a Joint con
tract, both ro^ds usin& any and all the tracks within yard 
Halts, there bein^ r^ulur designated tracks for delivering 
cars to both lines. However, each road has a separate track 
for entrance to the station, but It appeared to be custoiaary 
fcr the Boci£ Island to use the track assigned to the Frisco 
trains while switching in this yard. 

Conductor Matthews of extra 613 stated that after 
they had finished their regular station work locwnotivu 613 
left tha station for the purpose of switching in/ the yards, 
and was proceeding eastward, pushing th© autoaoblle car ahead 
of the engine. Aftar proceeding a few c&r lengths Conductor 



Matthews, who waa riding in the caboose, heard aoaeene call. 
He then saw locomotive 1703 about 30 feet ahead, at which 
tine he Jumped off and started running toward the head end of 
iiis train. About the tins he Jumped ha heard locomotive 1703 
whistle, and the collision occurred a few seconds later. He 
had had no previous notice that locomotive 1703 was occupy
ing the track hla train was using, and while Mansfield ia a 
Joint yard, he did aot think the Hoclc Island had any right to 
uae the track his train was occupying, nor did he remember 
ever fleeing & Bock island train on that tracfc. Ho further 
stated that after his train bacaod in on the track upon which 
this accident occur rod the :i*ln line awltch showed red, In
dicating that thia trick wa3 occupied. He did not Know 
whether or not anyone? was riding on the front end of the 
car bein^ pushed by locomotive 613, but even if there had 
been he aaid It -would have hnaa l^posaible to have aeon the 
approach of locomotive 17'23 on ^c/ount of the trees. lie said 
thet the speed of iiis tr,%ia sd-? f r 5 to 7 alles per hour, 
but did not know whether or lot lacoactive 1703 waa moving 

when he saw it. 
Rngln&rann Ca^p^pl^ of extra 613 stated that the only 

earning ha hiid of the rv'Jro ch of locomotive 1703 waa a short 
blast of the whistles a snort tiae before the collision oc
curred. On account of noLig o:i the outside of the curve and 
tho ci,r in front of his an- Krna nia view ahead was obstructed. 

Conductor r̂tycî r of trwin 81 atatad thatrithen his 
train arrived st Mansfield they were instructed to pick up 
a car of brick frosi the Frisco transfer. Locomotive 1703 was 
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cut off from tho rest of tha train sad aoved In on the trans-
far to gat the car &hiie he want to tha telegraph office. Ha 
thea heard a e&ort blast of tha walatla* followed by a 
erasn, but did not aee tho collision. Although locomotive 
1703 aaiag th© traces uaed by tha Frisoo passenger trails, 
ho la&de no inquiries to ascertain whet lie r all Frisco jm^aeager 
traina due at that ti.se aad arrived, because he coasidered 
tais piece of tr ,cfe a Joint tr&.©& for switching purposes. He 
stated, however, that they war® required to keep this trade 
alear In order that th© Frisco freight aad passenger traiaa 
ai^ht reach tha depot platfona. 

JSntfiaeKsan Shields of traia 31 stated that when lo
comotive 1703 was being cut off froa that traia he savr st«&wt 
near the depot, indicating to hia that a Frisco train waa 
there. d& tnen proceeded oa the track asftigaeti to the Frisco 
tralna, a brn&eaan wal^in^ ahead to loc&ta the car they wore 
to pick up aad at txie SHYIQ time looking out for other trains, 
j&agineiaaii Shi alas said ha followed the bra&9?o.an, keeping a 
lookout for Frisco trains, aad when he reached a poiat near 
the crossing nam the Frisco train moving toward hia, Ha thea 
sounded tae whistle for the train to stop, aad Applied tho isir-
br ikea, a topping about four or five ear lengths fro/a that 
train. He thea reversed hie engine aad released the air brake*, 
but before locomotive 1703 could get in the back motion the 
colliaton occurred. He further stated that when uoiag this 
Piece of traex they alw&yd flag and ke«? a lookout for Frisco 
trains* aad the brakeman who walked aaaad of locomotive 1703 
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on tho day of the accident was to furnish such protection, 
although he was not provided with a red flag, as required 
by the rules* 

Fireman Hinchlee of train 31 stated that locomotive 
1703 Bad stopped before the collision occurred* 

Brakeatm Cully of train SI at^ted that he was riding 
on the gangway of locomotive 1703, and when they reached the 
switch leading to the track occupied by the Frisco train it 
was lined up for a woveaout to that track, indicating that 
that track was occupied* Aftor proceeding a short way on 
that track he saw the traLi at the depot unloading freight, 
and Sruke&ajQ Johnson, who was walking ahead of locomotive 
1703, give hlu the signal to proceed. He stated, however, 
that Brakeaan Johnson was not flagging* 

Sraksnan Johnson of train 31 stated that on the day 
of the accident he walked ^head of locomotive 17Q3 as it pro
ceeded on the track assl^n^d to ti\e Frisco trains, his purpose 
being to locate th© car thc-y , ecu to pick up. when lie had pro
ceeded about 15 ear lengths froa the switch, he saw extra 613, 
but thought they were switching a car in on the short connection. 
He did not give the:3 &ny 3*,o? signals because he saw no one 
on that train. He ste?.;ed off the track and locoaotiv© 1703 
passed hia at a speed of 5 or 6 .ailes per hour* At the tiss© 
of the accident locomotive 1703 was not moving* Shen he gavs 
the engineman of lococtctive 170? the signal to proceed he 
thought they would have tirae to get their ear before extra 
613 aoved. He atatftd thct they had frequently made similar 
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aovoaents on this track and it was his understanding that each 
train was to lock out for Itself. 

This accident was caused by these crews falling 
properly to protect their trains while switching in the yard. 

Before entering upon the track assigned to Frisco 
trains the Hock Island crew knew positively froa the steam 
and siaoke rising near the station th&t the truck they were 
using wag occupied by a Frisco train, and they did not us© 
duo diligence and caution under the eireuEastances, especially 
In viaw of the fact that they knew their view would be more 
or ltas3 obstructed by reason of the curve and th© trees along 
the track. 

The crew of axtra 613 were pushing an ftutoiaoblle 
c.tr In front of the locomotive without a flagman on the front 
end of that car. They knew that their view would be obstruct
ed by thst car and by the curve and trees, and since they 
'mew th'it the track upon which they were moving was also used 
by Bock lal&nd engines they were negligent in not taking such 
precautions as the cirotastances would gteesa to warrant. 

All the employees Involved in this accident were ex
perienced aien and familiar with the yards at Mansfield, having 
been employed for several years on trains running Into that 
at .tion, with tha exception of Brakejaan Cully, who had been 
employed far about one year, this being his first trip into 
these yards. 


